
 
Dear Educator: 
 

The NEW HORIZON-PLUTO Mission  will be the timely topic of The 2015 Galaxy Forum, at the Kansas                                

Cosmosphere and Space Center (KCSC) on Saturday, August 29, from 1-3 p.m. This free educational event is sponsored          

by the Ad Astra Kansas Foundation to enrich science education in Kansas with the generous cooperation of the Kansas    

Cosmosphere. 

Purpose:  To provide teachers with current information in the areas of physics, math, astronomy, and 
                  space science, with ways to incorporate this information into their classrooms. 
 

Objectives: Teachers will: 

1. Hear the latest updates and details on the historic July 14 New Horizons Mission flyby,  which will  enable them to 
better educate students.  

2. Have  the opportunity to interact with a noted space expert about  future endeavors and educational paths of interest 
to students. 

3. Learn about the Kansas historical ties to Pluto. 

4. Be introduced to activities and lesson plans connected to this mission. 

Teachers can correlate with state science standards. Q and A after each presentation. Open to both students and 

teachers. Geared towards fifth grade on up. 

This event is free of charge.  Space is limited. To reserve seating and to help with planning of educational     

handouts, please send name, school and number attending to jeanettesteinert@att.net  

 

 Featured  Speaker—Dr. Glen Fountain  

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ad Astra Kansas Foundation is a non-profit organization focused on promoting science in Kansas,                  

especially the space sciences.  

 

  

    

A Reno County, Kansas, native, Fountain joined Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory 
(APL) in 1966, after earning bachelor's and master's degrees in electrical engineering from Kansas 
State University. He has held a number of management positions and supported a range of programs, 
including the Transit Improvement Program (for the world's first satellite navigation system) and mis-
sions dedicated to gamma-ray astronomy and studies of near-Earth magnetic fields. As supervisor of 
APL's space science instrument group, Fountain led the ultraviolet and visible instrument developments 
for the Strategic Defense Initiative Organization's Delta series of missions, and also served as program 
manager for the Hopkins Ultraviolet Telescope. He began managing the New Horizons program in 
2004, guiding a  multi-organizational team of engineers and scientists through spacecraft development, 
testing, launch and operations. New Horizons lifted off in January 2006 and reached Pluto in July of  
2015. In 2007, he was awarded the  American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics von Braun 
Award for Excellence in Space Program Management. 

 


