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Abstract submission / registration open for Wichita

-based Interstellar Symposium / NASA Workshop  

2019  

GALAXY                  

FORUM  
 

• Sat. August 24 

• At The            

Cosmosphere  
      1100 N. Plum               
        Hutchinson 

• 1-3 p.m. 

• Free   

• Open to   

teachers,     

students,     

astronomers of 

all kinds and 

the interested 

public 

Dr. Allison Kirkpatrick, an assistant pro-

fessor of physics and astronomy at the 

University of Kansas, is an expert on su-

permassive black holes. At our 11th annu-

al Galaxy Forum at the Cosmosphere she 

will clue us in on cutting edge research 

concerning them, including the news mak-

ing Event Horizon Telescope findings, as 

well as an item for which she is receiving 

much attention —the discovery of some-

thing surprising about the cosmic life cycle 

of galaxies—“cold quasars” — galaxies 

featuring an abundance of cold gas that 

still can produce new stars despite having 

Ad Astra Kansas Foundation announces endowment 

There’s still time—until July 30— 

to submit an abstract for the Sixth 

Interstellar Symposium and Pro-

pulsion Workshop sponsored by 

the TVIW and NASA, to be co-

hosted by WSU and the AAKF. 

 

This conference in Wichita on 

November 10-15, 2019 will in-

clude a 2 1/2 day NASA Propul-

sion Workshop  focusing solely 

on physics-based propulsion tech-

nologies with potential to launch 

an interstellar probe within the 

next century and achieving .1c 

transit velocity: beamed energy 

propulsion, fusion and antimatter. 

 

The Interstellar Symposium will 

a quasar at the center.  Typically, formation of a 

quasar is akin to galactic retirement, and it’s long 

been thought to signal an end to a galaxy’s ability 

to produce new stars. 

Humans in space need a comfortable habitat and 

water. Dr. Amy Betz, associate professor of 

mechanical and nuclear engineering at K-State 

will speak about designing hospitable environ-

ments for astronauts. 

Also, with the upcoming Interstellar Symposium 

to be held in Wichita in November, AAKF board 

member Steve Durst will elaborate on that. 

August Galaxy Forum to feature black holes and more... 

Dr. Allison Kirk-

patrick  photo: KU 

TOPEKA—The Ad Astra Kansas 

Foundation announces its new 

endowment fund as of July 1. 

 

The major endowment is a  dona-

tion from AAKF board member 

and co-founder Steve Durst. It 

will be handled by the Topeka 

Community Foundation. 

 

Durst, whose Space Age Publish-

ing Company is in Hawai’i and 

California, has focused on space 

news and exploration for over 40 

years. 

 

With his  appreciation for Kansas, 

and inspired by the state motto, 

he wants to enable AAKF to con-

tinue its long-term mission of 

promoting science, especially the 

space sciences in Kansas. 

 

“Why Kansas?  [It is] Midway 

 

focus on all other aspects of inter-

stellar travel excluding those cov-

ered in the NASA workshop. Pos-

sible aspects include power, com-

munications, system reliability/

maintainability, psychology, crew 

health, anthropology, legalities, 

ethics, exoplanet science (possible 

destinations) and related issues. 

There will also be Working Tracks, 

Sagan Meetings and more. 

 

Participants so far include: 

Dr. Phil Lubin, physicist, UC Santa 

Barbara; Dr. David Brin-scientist, 

author and futurist; Dr. Jeffrey 

Landis, NASA Glenn Research 

Center and Toni Weisskopf, Pub-

lisher Baen Books. 

For more details,  go to  

https://tviw.us/tviw-2019/ 

 

Abstracts will be accepted until 

July 30. Submit  here 

 

Registration is open now. 

Go to register      

Dr. Amy Betz  

photo: KSU          

USA, the Breadbasket and the 

Heartland, and most of all, the 

Ad Astra State -- To The Stars," 

says Durst. 

Ad Astra  

Kansas 

Foundation 

https://tviw.us/tviw-2019/
https://wichitastate.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5td63gvCbqmKkkt
https://tviw.us/tviw-2019-registration/
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Fun was had by all at the Ad Astra Space Celebration 
Thanks to all who made our annual April event 

in Topeka possible: 

 

Andrew Adams and KSNT 

Exploration Place, Wichita 

Foundation for Aeronautic Education 

The Cosmosphere 

Kansas Children’s Discovery Center 

K-DOT / American Society of Civil Engineers 

Northeast Kansas Amateur Astronomers League 

Lauren Schumacher 

Space Age Publishing Co. 

Seaman High Viking Robotics Team 15352 

Washburn U. Chemistry Dept.  

Washburn U. Chemistry Club 

Washburn U. Dept. of Education 

Washburn U. Dept. of Mathematics 

Washburn U. Dept. of Physics / Astronomy 

Washburn Physics Club 

Wichita Society of Women Engineers 
Kansas City Science City 

AAKF adds to foundation board 
The AAKF warmly welcomes 

a new board member to our 

foundation, Caleb Gimar. 

 

Gimar is a graduate student 

in physics at Wichita State 

University, who will be 

studying for his doctorate this 

fall at the University of Texas 

San Antonio. 

 

Currently, he is a team 

 

member on a NASA Innovative 

Advanced Concept project at 

WSU which aims to develop a 

spacecraft-based neutrino 

detector for close-up study of 

the Sun.   

 

A Hutchinson native,  he has 

been a NASA intern at GSFC 

for two summers during his 

undergraduate studies at  WSU, 

a part-time space science 

educator at the Cosmosphere 

since 2009 and generous with 

his time and help with AAKF. 

 

Many thanks go to past board 

members Margaret Hennes-

sey-Springe  and  Shawn   

Carrithers, who were on our 

board for three years and two 

years, respectively. 

You’re never too young   

to like telescopes. 
Attendees learned about 

magnetic meteorites. 

Angular momentum is cool. 

This was the first year for the 

Seaman High robotics demos. 

“Space” ice cream made with liquid nitrogen by the 

Washburn Chemistry Club is always popular. 
How much weight (pennies) can 

this bridge support? 
Launching a self-made 

paper rocket is fun. 

The Foundation for Aero-

nautic Education always 

draws a crowd. 
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Besides its usual workshops and 

internships, the Kansas Space 

Grant Consortium this year is 

marking  Apollo 11 and NASA  

anniversaries with grants to four 

entities to help celebrate these 

milestones, each with their own 

unique perspective. 

 

At the Cosmosphere, there 
will be plethora of events for all 

ages through July with special 

focus on the week of July 15-20.  

In partnership with the KSGC,  

the big event will be “Landing 

on the Lawn” on Saturday, July 

20. Free and open to the public, 

the event includes showing of 

1969 CBS footage of the moon 

landing,  science activities and 

more. For more information 

about activities and outreach 

programs, most of which are 

free, click here 

 

Looking downward and focusing 

on NASA’s connection to and 

influence on earth and space 

science, Fort Hays State Uni-

versity is having a summer 

teacher’s workshop (already has 

a waiting list). The theme is 

“Preparing for the next 60 

years with the NASA-Earth 

System Science Celebra-

tion”. 

 

According to Dr. Paul Adams, 

the workshop will “mine satellite 

data which NASA has been col-

lecting for decades and show 

teachers how to engage their 

classes by teaching students basic 

observational skills and training 

them how to take the infor-

mation, analyze it  and learn how 

to use it to look forward.”  

 

Part of the workshop (and open 

to the public) will be a FHSU 
Science Café “Footprints on the 

Moon” on July 22, 7 p.m. at The 

Venue at Thirsty’s in Hays.  This 

will include a historical  prospec-

tive  plus a look at the future.  

KSGC grants help Kansans 

mark NASA milestones... 
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Reach out to us at: 

contact@adastra-ks.org 
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President:  Jeanette Steinert 
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We’re on the web! 
 and 

       facebook  
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Managing Ed:  Jeanette Steinert 
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“NASA Eyes—Kansas 

Minds” will be the theme of 

the University of Kansas’  

conference on Saturday, Octo-

ber 12 in Lawrence.  

 

The KU event will be a one-day 

symposium highlighting science 

happening right here in the 

heart of America. Focuses will 

be on space science and the 

solar system, extragalactic as-

tronomy, and the vital role of 

Kansans in all of it.  

  

The conference will have four 

keynote addresses aimed at the 

general public, plus poster ses-

sions and hands-on exhibits 

aimed at undergrads and high 
school students and teachers. 

Watch for info here   

 

Wichita State University  

will be “Celebrating the Sci-

entific Legacy of NASA and 

Apollo”. This free and open-to

-the-public event will take place 

Saturday, October 19, and  

feature three sessions of talks. 

They will focus on the scientific 

legacy of non-Apollo NASA 

programs, women’s and minori-

ties’ contributions to space 

research and the scientific lega-

cy of Apollo. 

 

A keynote address will come 

from former NASA Chief His-

torian Roger Launius. Poster 

and essay competitions will be 

open to students attending 

Kansas colleges, high schools, 

and middle schools. 

 

For additional info about the 

event, abstract submissions, 

contest entries, go here 

   

 

  

 
  
 

This project investigates  the effec-
tiveness of  certain commercial modifi-
cations that are supposed  to provide 
extra stability and safety for Short    

Take-Off and Landing (STOL) aircraft .  
 
 

Wichita  State University                               

Engineering  Open House 
May 10 

 
PROJECT:    CESSNA 182   
CANARD   MODIFICATION         
STABILITY AND STALL           
CHARACTERISTICS 

 
TEAM:  
Daniel Bohnenkamper    
Matt Decker                       
Darin Parker 
Logan Shraeder 

 

           At the 

… and another   

Kansas connection 
 
It is commonly known that JFK’s  

1962 speech galvanized the race to 

the moon…less well-known is that  

NASA actually began under the ten-

ure of previous President and  past 

Commander of the Allied Forces, 

Dwight D. Eisenhower.  

 

Following the  launches of Sputnik 1 

and 2 , the Kansas native responded 

to the Soviet challenge and public 

concern and excitement by reorganiz-

ing the American space effort. One 

step was the creation of a new gov-

ernment agency to conduct civilian 

space exploration. 

 

On July 29, 1958 Congress established 
NASA. October 1, 1958, was its first 

day of operation. 

President Eisenhower commissions 

NASA’s first administrators, Dr. 

Hugh L. Dryden(l.) and Dr T. Keith 

Glennan(r.) in 1958. 

 
INTERSTELLAR  R & D  will return in Fall 2019 issue 

 
Another event:      

Second annual 

LAPO 

ASTROFEST 

Aug. 10 

https://cosmo.org/news-and-events/apollo-50th-anniversary-celebration
http://www.adastra-ks.org
https://www.facebook.com/Ad-Astra-Kansas-Foundation-369643333178937/
http://nasaeyes.ku.edu
https://www.wichita.edu/research/space/NASA-KSGC-Conference-2019.php
https://www.lakeafton.com/

